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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is: 



Art Unit: 
Examiner : 




fcEIVED 

MAR 1 0 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



[X] Response (9 pages plus attachment - Form PTO-1449 and 7 non-patent 
references) ; 

[X] Return receipt postage prepaid postcard; 

[X] I certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first-class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on March 4, 
2004. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in 
the payment of the required fee(s) or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 50-0625. 



Very truly yours. 
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Attorney for Applicant (s) 
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2004 a 



PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



in re Application of: 
Metois, et al. 
Serial No. : 09/535, 154 
Filed: March 24, 2000 



Examiner: 0. Akpat^ 
Art Unit: 2135 



"RECEIVED 

MAR 1 0 2004 

Technology Center 2100 



For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETECTING PROCESSING STAGES 
APPLIED TO A SIGNAL 



Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United State Postal Service as 
First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope 
addressed to Mail Stop AF, Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, 
March 4, 2004 



By: 



Carol Prentice 



RESPONSE 



Dear Sir; 



This Response is responsive to the Office Action 
mailed on February 12, 2004. 



REMARKS 

Summary 

Claims 1-23 are pending. 

The Examiner has objected to the Information 
Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on July 13, 2001 as the 
copies of the reference were not present in the application 
file. Applicants submitted copies of the references with 
the January 8, 2001 IDS, which were apparently lost at the 
Patent Office. Applicants note that the U.S. patent 



